
REG Working Draft Response to RDC’s 
Public Consultation Environment Strategy 28 April 

 
Link to Rother DC draft Environment strategy is here: https://www.rother.gov.uk/strategies-policies-
and-plans/consultation-and-feedback/current-consultations/environmentstrategy/ 

 

1. Becoming a smart digital district 

 
RDC can progress the achievement of this aim by ensuring that in approving 
any planning application into the future, they ensure especially for any major application, 
that provision of smart digital facilities are conditioned. Stephen Hardy 

RDC need to define what a ‘smart digital district’ is.. . What would look like success?  Nigel 

Smart lamp posts in urban areas. Reduce lamp posts in rural areas to restore dark 
skies.  

RDC to lobby ESCC to increase broadband speeds REG. Sue 

If not already in place, RDC to install smart meters in all their buildings.  Barbara 

RDC to lobby MP/Gov/ESCC/Department of Transport eg: for standardised smart 
meters Barbara  

RDC should indicate potential partners. 
 
RDC should investigate ways of communicating within the council, with their suppliers etc, 
to be more digitally aware. Covid-19 situation is showing us how this is possible. Susan W 
  
 
 
2. Green Economy 

Negative reference is made in the Consultation document to development and 
‘traditional building methods’.  Whilst it is accepted that traditional building 
methods sometimes are not as quick as modern methods of construction 
(MMC), properly executed traditional methods produce buildings which are 
fully in keeping  with the built heritage of which Rother should be proud, and 
certainly the use of  brick and tile involves a low lifetime carbon footprint, as 
opposed to other building  materials which require carbon intensive 
maintenance. Stephen Hardy 

In the Action Points, insulation should be at the forefront of all   domestic and 
commercial building improvements. Stephen hardy 



It is not clear what is meant by the reference to ethical banking, whereas a 
drive should be made to achieve disinvestment by the Rother 
controlled/involved Pension Funds from investment in 
carbon polluting activities. Stephen Hardy 

 
Why not in relation to Rother’s own purchasing power, conduct a green audit 
of all its major suppliers and adjust future purchasing in favour of the suppliers 
showing the best overall green credentials, with perhaps giving credit for being 
a locally based supplier? Stephen Hardy 

Applaud through ratings, hotels, restaurants and cafes that use local sourced 
products (local being clearly defined), low use of plastics, meat-free options, 
low waste.  Sue Burton  

Support Green Tourism including walking and cycling events, reduced entry fee 
to sports centres if using active travel.  Sue Burton  

 
Audit water refill stations in tourist locations and promote “We will refill your 
bottle” schemes in cafes.  Sue Burton     

Investigate having a local currency for main towns to encourage local shopping 
(Lewes) Rachel Hills 
  
Encourage the establishment of token economies (RVA to lead) Rachel Hills 
  
Work with businesses, active travel organisations and county to promote more 
walking and cycling as part of tourism with incentives for green travellers.  Sue 
Burton 
  
REG support RDC ‘boosting the local economy to create demand for low carbon 
goods and services’. Eg an online directory of local firms and services.  REG 
 
REG recommends applying for ‘funds for reducing carbon pollution. And in RDC 
reducing their investment portfolio for fossil fuels.   REG 
 
Action Points 1 & 2 Compare these to Air Quality Actions where mention is quite 
specific mentioning ESCC and the District/Borough Councils – so their actions can 
be tracked. 
I would agree that it is easy to be specific where policies can be linked to legislation 
(as in Air Quality standards) but if ‘partners’ are not at least someway identified in the 
two other sections, then it will be easier for these concerns to slide away into the 
nearest dustbin! Pip Al-Khafaji  

 
  



 
3. Improving air quality 

1. Any attempts to   make urban areas either car-free or restricted access, 
will have to be done in concert with the County Council as Highway 
Authority. Also, engagement needs to be made with relevant other 
transport providers to ensure that public transport is improved in those 
areas. Stephen Hardy 

 
2. There appears no good reason now why future planning decisions for 
both residential and commercial developments should not include electric 
vehicle charging points and for cycle parking. Cycle storage provision is already 
included within DaSA policy DHG 7.  Stephen Hardy 

 
3. RDC should take note of policies in Neighbourhood Plans for 
adoption/adaptation throughout the whole district:  

Rye NP Policy T1 - Connectivity and Sustainable Transport: 

Rye NP Policy E4 - Renewable and Low Carbon Energy:  

Ticehurst NP Policy R4 - Develop Footpath and Cycle Networks 

Ticehurst NP Policy INF3 - Community Energy Projects 

Crowhurst NP Policy CF2 - Rights of Way 

Robertsbridge NP Policy EC2 - Encourage home working 

Robertsbridge NP Policy IN3 - Non-car provision 

Robertsbridge NP Policy IN4 - Pedestrian safety 

Robertsbridge NP Policy IN5 - Communications Infrastructure 

Robertsbridge NP Policy IN7 - Sustainability 

 
Such initiative would answer the questions posed in this section of the 
Consultation.  The upcoming Local Plan gives a timely opportunity to do so. 
Stephen Hardy 

 
4. To encourage taxi drivers to change to electric vehicles, give a 
25% discount on current fees to electric vehicles, or add a premium of 25% 
to  petrol and 35 %  to diesel vehicles: current fees are below 

Private Hire Operator’s Licence (3 years) £315  



Private Hire Operator’s Licence (5 years) £525  

Private Hire Operator’s Licence over 20 vehicles (3 years) £630  

Private Hire Operator’s Licence over 20 vehicles (5 years) £1000. 

Working alongside adjoining districts to harmonise licensing fees 

Stephen Hardy 

Work with adjoining districts to harmonise taxi hire licensing fees thereby 
avoiding residents securing cheaper taxi fares from out of area companies, and  
reducing un-necessary taxi miles. REG 

RDC to encourage all vehicle contractors to use electric vehicles.  REG 
 

Bexhill reducing car use – the survival of independent shops (especially post 
Covid-19) is essential – any reduction of parking must not threaten local 
independent shops – moving traders away to free off street parking and 
introducing limited policed parking should be considered.  Rachel 

Pandemic has seen a huge increase in online shopping how will RDC support 
retailers and encourage people to return to local shops? Rachel 

Reducing Car Use:  Much of RDC is rural with lamentably poor public transport. 
RDC needs to initiate innovative partnerships to address this challenge for 
example with Royal Mail, community buses, school buses (state and private) 
and promote car sharing and pools. Rachel 
 

Increase air quality monitoring stations throughout RDC.   REG 

Give Active Rother targets for increasing walking and cycling journeys across 
RD.  Sue 

Promote BikeAbility training for adults.  Sue 

In the event of developers seeking planning for variation to planning consents,  
RDC should press to get electric charging points and cycle parking in place. 
REG  

RDC immediately install EV charging points in all RDC car parks. Barbara, Sue, 
Rachel 

Work with partners to reward pupils who walk, scooter or cycle to school. Sue 



4. Dealing with waste in more sustainable way 

Education is critical to success in reducing waste, and critical in this is for the public 
to refuse to purchase goods which are excessively packaged.  A sea change 
in  attitude towards packaging, which is thought to be essential by supermarket 
chains, was achieved in Germany a number of years ago when members of an 
equivalent organisation to the WI in Germany stripped excessive packaging off 
goods at the supermarket checkouts, causing  delays which the supermarkets found 
counter-productive to their earning power. 

Rother’s involvement with waste, apart from its own in-house operations, is that it is 
the collector of household waste: so its responsibility is to encourage a reduction in 
the production of waste by its residents. This again should be not just by example 
but by hard-hitting education to encourage rejection of excessive packaging, and 
ensuring that products purchased can be  and must be recycled or re-used. Stephen 
Hardy  

Rother could foster the efforts of local re-use and recycling initiatives, particularly by 
voluntary, charitable and community groups by publicising them, offering further 
practical support where possible. Stephen Hardy 

Food waste is a subject which Rother has not so far tackled and should. 
Perhaps jointly with other local waste collection authorities it could form a consortium 
to collect food waste and use it within an anaerobic digester to generate electricity. 
Stephen 

It should set targets within its operations for the reduction of waste by whatever 
means and should publicise these internally and externally each month to encourage 
everyone to try to follow the lead of the LA. Stephen 

It should benchmark itself against the best performing waste collection 
authorities, adopting where it can best practices from those better performing 
authorities. Stephen Hardy 

Recruit, train and support local volunteer waste champions. Rachel 

Recycling:  Encourage more recycling within Community Waste sites as 
provided at Mountfield. Rachel 

Could metal content of household recycling collection be increased? Sue 

Provide visual statistics at Bring sites for public. Expand small bring 
centres.  Sue 

Have one off days for bulky waste collections in towns and bigger 
parishes.  Sue 

RDC to re-instate hardcore collection points at Community Waste sites.  Sue W 

  



5. Sustainable energy production 

 
Rother had the chance to introduce more innovative land use policies when it 
created the recent DaSa, approved only in late 2019. It failed to grasp the 
opportunity since the two relevant policies (DRM2 and 3) contain no positive 
encouragement for more local low carbon or renewable energy facilities. More 
negatively still it sets its face against any large scale wind turbine schemes, when 
clearly the national mood for such is changing to being more receptive to these wind 
farms. 
 
In DRM 3, the bar is set too high for the requirement to even consider renewable 
technologies: it should be set at 50 dwellings and 5000 sq. m. of non-residential 
floorspace. We see no reason why commercial buildings of say over 5000 sq m 
should not be obligated to install solar panels and should be oriented to maximise 
solar gain. Stephen. 
 
Given the pressure currently Rother is facing towards approving all housing 
applications REG believes that the offer in para 1 of DRM 3 is meaningless. 
Stephen.  
 
Insulation is not mentioned in this paragraph and it should be because reduction in 
energy usage can be easily achieved and could affect all current buildings within 
Rother whereas policies in respect of new build affects a minute proportion of the 
total built environment. Rother needs, as a minimum, to ensure that its own estate is 
properly insulated, and that can be used as a signal to all of what can be achieved in 
a mix of buildings. It should publicise the availability of grants to those within Rother 
to achieve the best insulation possible. Stephen. 
 
REG fully supports RDC’s proposals in their action plans for this paragraph which 
are all positive and should be pursued. 
 
When approving new homes, the solar to be installed should be appropriate to the 
size of the house, no point putting a token panel or two on a building, sometimes 
even facing a north position. Builders just playing lip service to getting their planning 
through. Susan w. 
 
 
6. Protecting biodiversity 

Planning is an area where the Council can make a big difference to biodiversity. This has 
been recognised by the Government which is proposing to incorporate the principle of net 
gain for biodiversity in the proposed Environment Bill.  To make the most of the opportunities 
for biodiversity gain that development offers planning officers need to have appropriate 
knowledge and skills.  Possible actions: a) ensure biodiversity training forms part of the 
planning officer’s role; b) Net gain targets are set now and not wait for Environment Bill. 
Nigel 
 
Rother should develop partnerships with all relevant organisations, public, private 
and community, to work together with the common task of biodiversity conservation. 



Rother to undertake a range of programmes with those partners to manage and protect 
biodiversity within its natural areas including waterways, wetlands, coastal areas, woodlands 
and rural and urban roadsides. Stephen 
 
Biodiversity is about all forms of plant and animal life and Rother needs to recognise this 
in all its policies.  Encouragement of planting of trees is fine but that is for the longer term 
future.  Protecting  the current trees we have is more capable of more immediate beneficial 
results for biodiversity, so the Tree Preservation Order policy should be examined to ensure 
that more trees are statutorily protected and in any planning application, Rother needs to be 
particularly circumspect about granting  permission which would result in the removal  of 
trees and/or hedgerows. It may consider in the forthcoming Local Plan review introduction as 
a policy greater protection for existing trees and hedgerows. 
 
Also if publicity is given to trees being planted in Rother, the same publicity needs to be 
given to trees and hedgerows being removed to provide a true net picture. 
 
In the new Local Plan, Rother needs to improve upon DaSA Policy DEN 4:  the ideas in it 
should be capable of being more rigorously enforced as policy, rather than being a ‘nice 
to have’. The principles in the Rother Green Infrastructure Network 
(https://www.rother.gov.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2020/01/Green_Infrastructure_Background_Paper.pdf) in particular the 
Conclusions and Implementation section, should be reviewed and updated. Stephen 
 
As part of a Rother - wide Biodiversity Management Plan, there should be an overriding 
principle of native (to our area) species being preferred. Vegetation management should be 
controlled in the interests of biodiversity and this includes vegetation on stone and brickwork. 
Stephen 
 
Rother should encourage parish and town councils to seek opportunities for small scale 
habitat creation that may be suitable in, and around, settlements include creating ponds, 
developing wildflower meadows and planting, small areas of woodland and scrub. 
Education is also important so that people are encouraged where possible in their gardens 
or allotments to encourage biodiversity. Raising awareness of biodiversity and encouraging 
or facilitating people to engage with and appreciate wildlife must be seen as an important 
tool in biodiversity conservation which Rother is able to provide. Giving opportunities for 
people to experience and understand more about wildlife in their local area can instil 
respect, remind them of how they value nature and lead to effective conservation. Raising 
awareness of biodiversity can be facilitated by organising wildlife-themed walks, bat walks, 
wildflower walks and birdwatching or competitions, such as best wildlife-friendly estate, best 
garden for wildlife or a wildlife photography competition. Better still is providing opportunities 
for people to volunteer on a project, such as invasive plant species removal and tree 
planting.  It is often the social benefits of such events that will attract people to get involved. 
So Rother must provide the knowledge bank for people to engage with whichever voluntary 
organisation is playing its part in this aim. 
Stephen Hardy  
  
The figures concerning woodland cover are muddled. The figure for total woodland cover 
(9,751 ha) is taken from the National Inventory of Woodland and Trees 2000.  The ancient 
woodland is taken from the revised Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI) from 2010.  The 
former is for parcels above 2 ha whereas the latter includes parcels from 0.1 ha.  The 
original AWI did not include parcels less than 2 ha, these account for approximately 1,240 
ha.  At the same time mapping and other errors reduced the ancient woodland above 2 ha 
by 780 ha resulting in a net gain of 460 ha to 8,055 ha.  Some of the errors were 
misattribution (210 ha).  Consequently, it is incorrect to give a figure for total woodland cover 
of 10,211 ha by adding 460 ha to the National Inventory figure of 9,751 ha. Nigel 



  
It would be useful to add the % cover in brackets after the figures in hectares. Nigel 
  
Given Rother District has one of the highest percentages of tree cover in the country a target 
to double tree cover is very ambitious.  (Only 1,420 ha of woodland were planted in England 
in 2019).  Perhaps some sub-goals on the way could be set e.g. the first stepping stone 
could to equal tree cover in England’s most wooded county (Surrey with 23%), and then 
moving up the district wooded league table. Nigel 
  
 Work with businesses, active travel organisations and ESCC to promote more walking and 
cycling as part of tourism with incentives for green travellers.  Sue 
 
Verges:  To expand and encourage local tree planting schemes, working alongside and with 
the co-operation of residents to increase reforestation of urban areas. Barbara, Sue, Rachel 
 
Pevensey Levels: Protect the ‘jewel’ on our doorstep – Pevensey Levels - relevant for 
planning applications: encroachment onto the Levels, damage to water courses flowing into 
the Levels, and potential damage from drain outflows. Barbara 
  
  
 7. Construction and existing buildings 

 
Success in this area will be a key indicator for the future as to whether Rother has 
succeeded in its aim. The Local Plan Review must therefore take radical steps to ensure 
that all new buildings are simply carbon neutral if both science and economics permit. 
Stephen 

One simple solution would be to require that all new developments of whatever type are 
positioned to utilise the maximum solar gain for themselves. There have been Local Plan 
suggestions referred to in other responses to this consultation and they all need to be taken 
onboard. Stephen 

In the recent DaSA, opportunity was missed in certain areas to raise the standards higher - 
please see policies DRM 1, DRM 3, DHG 3, DEN 4 and DEN 7. Stephen 

Rother should consider the need for implementing a dark skies policy to reduce light 
pollution.  There are local initiatives in this respect already in places like Burwash and a 
groundswell of opinion locally in favour elsewhere. Stephen 

RDC’s suggestion in the Action list needs to be fleshed out considerably: ‘We will seek to 
mitigate the environmental impact of new development … through the Local Plan.’  It would 
have been more helpful to provide some guidelines at least.  We have referred to the 
creation of small areas of biodiversity and the importance of Green Infrastructure elsewhere 
and these need to form part of such proposals. Higher standards of insulation are an 
absolute need as well as encouragement of   renewable energy schemes. Stephen 

 

• ‘We will require homes built on council owned land to be Passivhaus or similar, wherever 
possible  

• We will encourage suitable low carbon and renewable energy development schemes, 
through the Local Plan Review’ 

Sounds very vague and lacks specific targets. They need to give actual targets or require (in 
the first case) homes to be Passivhaus certified.  UKGBC recommends advocating a 



minimum baseline, which should gradually be strengthened to deliver greater environmental 
and social outcomes.  

No clear direction of travel, i.e. “All new homes (and buildings) to be net zero carbon 
emissions in operation by 2030 at the latest.” 

Guidance should also require modelling ‘Whole life’ carbon impacts, with a view to setting 
targets in relation to their introduction of their carbon offsetting levy.  Anna Hollyman 

New Developments:  Allotment areas should be included in developments of over 30 
houses. Rachel 

Retrofitting existing buildings: In order to ensure RDC are implementing ‘expert’ solutions 
RDC should avail themselves of national and international expertise rather than employ a 
local expert. Rachel 
 
Retrofit of existing housing should be compliant with PAS2035:Retrofitting Dwellings for 
Improved Energy Efficiency, so that high standards of design, installation and 
commissioning can be assured.  Anna Hollyman 
 

When planning for affordable homes to rent and to buy follow the general principle to care 
for the poor and care for the earth 
eg when “encouraging suitable low carbon and renewable energy schemes through the local 
plan review” follow the principle that affordable homes get the same or more solar panels, 
insulation etc. 
Explore forging partnerships to increase supply of affordable homes for purchase and rent. 
Barbara 
  
All planning applications to require a footway/shared use path where property meets road. 
Sue 
  
Again, the use of solar panels that meet the size of the house, not a token panel or two to 
get planning permission. Facing the correct orientation. Susan W 
 
 

8. Environmentally friendly council 

This theme has to permeate everything the Council does. We have made suggestions as to 
how the Council should run itself in other areas of this response, namely in section 2 for  a 
green annual audit  of suppliers, in section 4 with target setting internally for reductions in 
waste, in section 5 for improving insulation in its own estate. Stephen 

Preferential rates of car expenses should be paid to Council employees/councillors who use 
electric vehicles, or lower amounts for those who continue to use non-electric vehicles. 
Stephen 

See whether the Planning site visit bus can be electric. Stephen 

Are there any Council buildings or land where renewable energy plants could be sited? 
Stephen 

Set up a group to identify what lessons have been learned from the Covid 19 home working 
and produce a report on how those beneficial experiences can be carried through into on-
going normal ways of performing Council business. T`his may then go to reassess the 
Council’s requirements for buildings and the energy costs associated therewith. Stephen 



Could an environmental impact assessment form part of all planning reports? Stephen 

REG supports the various actions proposed by RDC for this section. REG 

RDC should increase virtual meetings and RDC working guidelines and training 
should be adapted to accommodate this change. Barbara, Sue Rachel,  
  
Develop visual online enquiry desk to discourage unnecessary travel. Sue 
  
Work with Parishes and Town Councils to ensure they have environmental policies 
in place in line with the district’s aim to be carbon neutral by 2030. Sue 
  
Increase target for well-managed flexible working from 26% (this year). Sue 
  
Promote RDC staff to walk or cycle to local visits and meetings. Sue 
  
Provide covered, secure storage for bicycles at all council facilities for employers and 
adequate provision for visitors. Sue 
 
Publicly share the progress of the newly appointed Green Teams.  REG 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


