
Rother Environmental Group  
Annual General Meeting 

27th January 2020, St Mary’s Centre, Lion Street, Rye 
Minutes 

 
1) Apologies – Stephen Hardy, Rachel Hills, Pip Al-Khafaji, Susan Wilson 

 
2) Minutes from previous AGM (27th Nov 2018) – approved. 

 
3) Chair’s report – Dominic Manning as Chair gave his report on the past year (see 

separate file). 
 

4) Accounts – a copy of the accounts were issued (see file on website) 
 

5) Election of trustees – there are 9 trustees in total.  Term of office is for 3 years with 3 
positions up for election each year.  This year the following trustees’ term came to an 
end this year – Dominic Manning, Stephen Hardy, and Barbara Echlin.  All 3 were 
willing to stand again, and no new nominees were put forward.  Anne Wood 
proposed that all 3 be re-elected.  This was seconded by Louise Barton.  The vote 
was carried. 

 
6) Election of officers – all 3 officers were willing to stand again and no new nominations 

were received.  The positions were proposed and seconded as follows: 
 
Chair, Dominic Manning – proposed: Sue Prochek; seconded: Margret o’Neill 
 
Secretary, Nigel Jennings – proposed: Grahame Good; seconded: Nick Hanna 
 
Treasurer. Susan Wilson – proposed: Sue Burton; seconded: Barbara Echlin 
 
All three were duly re-elected. 
 
The Chair went on to say that for REG to prosper it needed people to volunteer to 
help organise.  The trustees would welcome any help from members who wished to 
get more involved.  It was suggested that anyone interested could be invited to 
committee meetings (4 per annum) to get a better idea of what is involved and the 
time commitment. 

 
7) Programme for 2020 – a copy of the draft was distributed.  This will be up-loaded to 

the website, but please note some events still do not have final details. 
 

8) Brief talk by Nigel Jennings: ‘Knepp Castle Rewilding’ – it is hoped to organise a trip 
to Knepp this summer for a walking safari.  This talk gave a glimpse of what the 
project is about.  If you are interested in going please contact Nigel Jennings 
(info@rotherenvironmental.org.uk). 

 



9) Talk by Dominic Manning: ‘Rother D.C. and Climate Change’ – this was based on the 
presentation that Dominic gave to RDC councillors last year as part of a group of 
people invited by the council to help them formulate their response to declaring a 
climate emergency.  See copy of presentation on the website. 

 
10) Brief talk by Sue Burton: ‘ Climate champions and Experts.-RDC has now produced 8 

Action Plans and these will be going out to consultation 25th February. RDC are 
positive about the suggestion of hearing comments from Environmental Experts 
within the community. Sue to collect names of volunteers. Local Climate Champions 
will be named at a later date to encourage and inform their neighbourhoods about the 
new strategy.  

 
11) Any Other Business 

 
a) Nick Hanna – an appeal to contact your County Councillor to lobby them before 

their meeting on 11 February where they will be discussing moving funding from 
the ring-fenced cycling and walking budget to the roads budget.  This is to cover 
an overspend on 2 road schemes. 

b) Bev Marks – reported on successful lobbying of Battle Town Council to review 
plans for a new building on the recreation ground so that it incorporates 
sustainable design elements e.g.  energy efficiency, water harvesting 

c) Sonia Relf – asked whether anyone knew if there was a paper petition to 
complement the on-line petition re the loss of protected trees on the Thomas 
Peacocke School development site.  The response was negative.  She then 
asked if anyone was willing to assist a local person in organising one to see her 
after the meeting. 

 


