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THE RYE GREENWAY 

 

 
 

A community-led initiative to create a 1.5 km route for pedestrians and 

cyclists linking residential, educational, sports, leisure and shopping 

facilities within Rye.  

 

The aim is to create a safe, shared route for walkers, cyclists, push-chair 

users and less able people between key attractions in the northern half of 

Rye and to encourage sustainable and healthy lifestyles.  

 

Report prepared by Nick Hanna on behalf of the Rother Environmental 

Group, funded by the Rother Environmental Group, the Little Cheyne Wind 

Farm Community Fund (RWE Innogy) and the Sussex Community 

Foundation 
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1. Introduction  

 

In 2011 the Rother Environmental Group (www.rotherenvironmental.org.uk) 

commissioned the Rye Cycle Study, with the aim of identifying issues 

affecting cyclists in and around the town. One of the conclusions to emerge 

from this study was that there was the potential to connect housing areas and 

educational, sports, leisure and shopping facilities with a continuous 

pedestrian and cycle route linking existing rights of way, quiet residential 

streets, and newly-created cycleways. The route would require two new 

bridges, one of which is already planned.  

 

Provisionally entitled The Rye Greenway, the new route would connect the 

residential areas of Valley Park (125 homes) and Tilling Green (800 homes) 

with Rye College/The Studio School, Rye Community Primary School, Rye 

Sports Centre, Rye Scouts Hut, Mason’s Field play & sports area, the 

proposed new supermarket, and the town in general. It would also connect 

with the High Weald Landscape Trail and the surrounding countryside.  

 

2. Stakeholders:  

 

East Sussex County Council 

Rother District Council 

Rye Town Council 

 

The Rye Academy Trust (Rye College and Rye Studio School)  

Rye Community Primary School 

Rye Sports Centre 

 

The Rye Partnership 

Tilling Green Residents Association 

Valley Park/Aroncorp Ltd 

Amicus Horizon 

 

Rother Environmental Group 

Rye Ramblers 

Rye Wheelers 

 

 

 

http://www.rotherenvironmental.org.uk/
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3. Supporting Comments: 

 

“I am aware from previous conversations with my constituents of the need 

for such a route for pedestrians and cyclists to enable them to access the 

important parts of town in ease and safety, protected from vehicular traffic. I 

therefore have no hesitation in giving my wholehearted support to this 

fantastic proposal which, if realised, would offer the community so many 

benefits”.  

 

Amber Rudd, Member of Parliament for Hastings & Rye.  

 

“We strongly support any moves that improve the safety of our students 

travelling to and from school and promote healthy and sustainable methods 

of travel. We believe this is a thoroughly worthwhile project, excellent value 

for money and one that will do much to improve the lifestyle of our students. 

We therefore add our support to the Rye Greenway in full”. 
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Bernard Thompson, Business Manager, Rye Academy Trust.  

 

“I believe it will be of huge benefit to the town, with improved safety for 

children. We are very interested in being part of this scheme, and we hope 

that you are successful in your plans for its development”.  

 

Paul Reilly, Headteacher, Rye Community Primary School. 

 

“We would be proud to be part of a Greenway which would increase access 

for a range of people to come and use our facilities. Not only would it 

increase the people participating in activities at the Sports Centre but would 

also allow a new set of users to the centre that might not necessarily have 

come to us before”.  

 

Philip Benton, Manager, Rye Sports Centre.  

 

“This is exactly the sort of project that the Board wishes to support. It meets 

several of our own strategic objectives, including connecting the isolated 

communities of Tilling Green and Valley Park to the main town in a safe 

manner, and encouraging healthy living activities such as cycling and 

walking”.  

 

Chrissy Stower, Chief Executive Officer, Rye Partnership.  

“The Tilling Green Residents Association committee resolved to fully 

support the Rye Greenway project. TGRA feel that the route would be in the 

best interests of the residents of Tilling Green and Valley Park and provide a 

much needed, safer environmentally friendly alternative route to the schools, 

sports centre, town and beyond”.  

 

Tilling Green Residents Association 

 

“I think it is a brilliant idea. The Greenway can be seen as essential for 

getting young people independently out and about, young mothers and the 

elderly walking more and leading to healthier, less sedentary lifestyles”. 

 

Linda Graham, Rye Ramblers.  

 

See Appendix C for full letters.  
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4. Policy Background: 

1. The Rye Greenway would meet multiple targets in East Sussex County 

Council’s Local Transport Plan (LTP3 2011-2026). For the Battle, Rye and 

rural Rother area, the key priorities in LTP3 include: “focus on 

improvements on safe, coherent walking and cycling routes on key/routes 

corridors in Battle and Rye”.  

The Rye Greenway comes near the top of the list of ESCC’s priorities, 

which are defined as:   

 

     a)  Urban utility cycle routes under 5km, especially 

 The National Cycle Network where it serves as a utility route.  

 Safer routes to schools and other educational facilities.  

 Routes from residential areas to key trip attractions. 

 

See Appendix A for full details 

2. The Greenway would meet multiple objectives within Rother District 

Council’s Local Development Framework Core Strategy, part of the Local 

Development Framework (LDF) which sets out the overall vision and 

general distribution of development for the district up to 2028. 

Section 10 relates to Rye & Rye Harbour. Amongst its main objectives are:  

(i) To work with stakeholders to improve traffic management,tackle 

congestion and promote sustainable transport measures.  

(iii) To enhance sustainable tourism and leisure.  

(vi) To secure investment in community facilities and in new and/or 

improved pedestrian and cycle routes linking residents to their 

facilities.  

On a wider scale, the project would also meet numerous objectives within 

the context of Sustainable Resource Management, Communities, Recreation, 

Supporting Young People and Transport and Accessibility.  

See Appendix A for full details.  
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5. The Route:  

 

A. Valley Park to Tilling Green 

 

Valley Park is a new development set in 27 acres on the north-east outskirts 

of Rye which will comprise around 135 New England-style houses when 

completed. The development is in a park-like setting which will also include 

a footpath network and two children’s play areas. As part of their planning 

obligation, the developers, AronCorp Limited, will be contributing towards 

the ‘Ferry Road Cycleway’ (see page 10). They are also intending to 

increase pedestrian links to the estate by building a new bridge which will 

span a drainage ditch in the south-eastern corner of the valley, linking FP35 

into Cooper Road on the Tilling Green estate (see picture on following 

page).  Following discussions with AronCorp on the potential role this 

linkage could play in an expanded pedestrian/cycle route through northern 

Rye, they have agreed to look into the costs involved in making this new 

bridge wide enough to accommodate cyclists as well as pedestrians.  

 

Action point: Clarification needed from the local authority on maintenance 

issues for this bridge, although since concrete is the proposed material these 

should be minimal.  

 

B. Tilling Green to the River Tillingham.  

 

The Tilling Green estate comprises around 800 households and comprises 

around 25% of Rye’s population. However, it has a Multiple Deprivation 

Index ranking of 8,493, putting it in the bottom of 26% of 32,000 areas in 

England. It is also in the bottom 20 % of all areas of England in terms of 

Income Index, and in the bottom 6% for education, skills and training. 39% 

of households have no car (England: 26%).  

 

The route of the proposed new cycleway would run from Cooper Road to 

Mason Road, passing near to the Tilling Green Community Centre and 

community shops.   
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Ditch between Valley Park and Cooper Rd (left); a potential bridge location across the 

Tillingham (right).  

 

C. Crossing the River Tillingham 

 

It would require a new bridge across the River Tillingham – some examples 

of recent bridges built by Sustrans are illustrated below. The bridge would 

need to meet the requirements as set out by the Environment Agency – a site 

meeting has taken place with Deborah Barton, Flood and Coastal Risk 

Management Officer, who has indicated that there are no objections on 

principle from the Environment Agency.  

 

See Appendix B for details.  
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D. Butt’s Marsh  

 

A new 2.5m path would then be required for 200m across Butt’s Marsh to 

join with the existing tarmac footpath. Construction costs are estimated to be 

around £10,000.  

 

The new path would intersect with FP20 (which crosses Butt’s Marsh on its 

eastern fringe) and FP21a (southbound) and FP21b (northbound) at the north 

end of Tillingham Avenue. FP21 forms part of the High Weald Landscape 

Trail, providing access to open countryside at the end of Love Lane.  

 

Action point: Clarification needed from RDC on the planning process for a 

path crossing Butt’s Marsh, or re-alingment of FP20 or upgrading FP20 to a 

bridleway.  

 

E. Ferry Road to Love Lane 

 

The route from Ferry Road along FP21 northwards running alongside 

Tillingham Avenue is scheduled to be upgraded for approximately 250m if a 

new supermarket is built on the site of the former Thomas Peacocke Lower 

School. Planning applications from the rival contenders for this site both 

envisage a route connecting to the schools/sports centre zone:   

 

The Sainsbury’s application states that: “The inclusion of a cycle/footway link from 

Ferry Road to the Rye Leisure Centre to the north of the store will be incorporated with 

the scheme. This will largely follow the route of an existing footpath running along the 

western boundary but will be upgraded and widened to suit”.  

 

The Tesco application states that: “The scheme proposes an integrated 

cycleway/footpath that links Ferry Road with the open spaces to the north, via the edge of 

the woodland to the east boundary. The existing footpath to the west will be 

retained..with new plantings”.  
 

This route is part of the High Weald Landscape Trail, a long-distance path 

which starts at Strand Quay, Rye and runs for 140km/90 miles through the 

High Weald Area of Outstanding Beauty to end at Horsham.  

In terms of local connections, it provides a 3 mile/4.8km off-road route 

connecting Rye to Peasmarsh. To the south, it connects with the Saxon 

Shore Way and 1066 Country Walk.  
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From FP21 a broad, tarmac path leads down to Rye Community Primary 

School, Rye College, Rye Sports Centre and the Scout Hut. This fenced-in 

route was routinely shut outside of school hours until the recent conversion 

of the college to an Academy: it is now permanently open, except for a one-

day annual closure.  

 

 
 
FP21 (left) is part of the High Weald Landscape Trail. A broad path to the two schools 

and sports centre (right) now benefits from being permanently accessible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. LAND OWNERSHIP 

 

The main land issue concerns Butt’s Marsh, which is the ownership of 

Rother District Council.  

 

The smaller crossing from Valley Park to Cooper Road would require the 

agreement of stakeholders including AronCorp and Amicus Horizon.  
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7. FUNDING:  

 

If we assume a fairly substantial bridge as in the Sustrans example (page 7), 

the total cost might be around £120,000 for the bridge and 200m of new path 

across Butt’s Marsh.  

 

1. S.106 contribution from Valley Park/Aroncorp:  

 
In the Rother District Local Plan of 2006 the site of the former Thomas 

Peacocke Lower School was allocated for housing, with the addition of a 

“multi-use vehicular link” between Ferry Road and Rye College and Sports 

Centre, involving “high quality pedestrian and cycle facilities”. This came to 

be called The ‘Ferry Road Cycleway’ and was assumed to pass to the south 

of the site.  

 

AronCorp Limited, developers of Valley Park, are obliged to contribute 

£46,000 towards the Ferry Road Cycleway upon completion of the 32
nd

 

house in the development. However, it should be noted that no actual plans 

exist for the Ferry Road Cycleway and that its existence has been overtaken 

by events, including proposals for a new supermarket.  

If a supermarket goes ahead, the winning store will be obliged to provide a 

cycleway as part of their S.278 statutory planning requirement.  

Therefore, the monies previously allocated to the Ferry Road Cycleway from 

Aroncorp’s S.106 contribution could be re-allocated to another part of this 

cycleway, in particularly the need for a bridge to connect the proposed 

cycleway to Tilling Green. 

Additional monies could also be made available from the supermarket’s 

S106 contribution.  

Action point: Local authority officers and elected representatives are urged 

to ensure that the S.106 contributions from Valley Park are ring-fenced for 

cycle facilities, as originally proposed, but amended to take the new 

developments into account.  
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2. Big Lottery Reaching Communities Fund:  

A contribution could be sought from this fund: up to £50,000 where the total 

capital costs of the project must not be more than £200,000 

Every project must achieve one or more of the following four outcomes:  

1. People having better chances in life, with better access to training and 

development to improve their  life skills 

2. Stronger communities, with more active citizens working together to 

tackle their problems 

3. Improved rural and urban environments, which communities are 

better able to access and enjoy  

4. Healthier and more active people and communities. 

 

3. East Sussex County Council LTP3 

The Greenway meets numerous objectives in ESCC’s Local Transport Plan 

3 programme (se Appendix A). 

The project has already been submitted to ESCC’s ‘high level sift process’ 

to determine its viability. Given that matched funding could be available, we 

would anticipate a positive outcome from this process.  
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Appendix A: Meeting Policy Objectives  

 

1. ESCC Local Transport Plan  

 

East Sussex County Council’s policy for the area is set out in its third Local 

Transport Plan (LTP3), covering the period 2011-2026.  

 

For the Battle, Rye and rural Rother area, the key priorities in LTP3 include: 

“focus on improvements on safe, coherent walking and cycling routes on 

key/routes corridors in Battle and Rye”.  

 

As a general policy objective, LTP3 states that:  

 

“Cycling can have economic benefits, making local jobs more cost effective, 

reducing the every increasing cost of fuel for low income households and 

encouraging cycle based tourism, thereby benefitting the local economy”.  

 

In addition, LTP3 emphasises Sustainable School travel:  

 

“The County Council has a statutory duty to promote sustainable travel to 

school” which includes:  

 Facilitate the school community and governing bodies, to introduce 

sustainable school travel initiatives through school travel plans to:  

 Reduce car use and increase the number of children walking and 

cycling.  

 Promote the positive benefits of physically active travel. 

 Increase and promote sustainable school travel choices.  

 

Potential new cycle routes and facilities are to be considered in the following 

priority order:  

 

     a)  Urban utility cycle routes under 5km, especially 

 The National Cycle Network where it serves as a utility route.  

 Safer routes to schools and other educational facilities.  

 Routes from residential areas to key trip attractions. 

b) Inter-urban utility links.  

c) Rural-urban and rural-rural utility links.  

d) Recreational routes.  
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Implementation:  

 

ESCC approved an initial programme of works for 2011/2012 in March 

2011, and thereafter is developing the first of a series of 5 year 

Implementation Plans which will set out their investment priorities for the 

period 2015/2016.  

 

The LTP strategy is to focus on the larger urban coastal towns such as 

Bexhill/Hastings, Eastbourne & South Wealden, and Newhaven.  

 

However, the LTP Implementation Plan 2011/2012-2015/2016 for the 

Battle, Rye and Rural Rother area emphasizes that “We will focus on 

measures to establish safe walking and cycling facilities on key corridors 

and routes particularly in Battle and Rye”.  

 

2. RDC Local Development Framework Core Strategy 

The 'Core Strategy' is the key planning policy document within Rother 

District Council’s Local Development Framework (LDF). It sets the overall 

vision and general distribution of development for the district up to 2028. 

Section 10 relates to Rye & Rye Harbour. Amongst its main objectives are:  

(ii) To work with stakeholders to improve traffic management,tackle 

congestion and promote sustainable transport measures.  

(iv) To enhance sustainable tourism and leisure.  

(vii) To secure investment in community facilities and in new and/or 

improved pedestrian and cycle routes linking residents to their 

facilities.  

As can be seen, improving cycle facilities therefore ranks high on the list of 

priorities, given that it embraces three of the main objectives. In addition, 

further policy objectives of relevance include:  

(x) Tackle social exclusion and promote opportunites for young people to 

access education, community facilities, employment and leisure.  

On the wider scale, policies of relevance include:  
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Sustainable Resource Management Objectives -  “To reduce carbon 

emissions and move towards a low carbon future”, which includes 

“increasing travel by sustainable modes”.  

Communities - “To promote healthy, active lifestyles” 

Recreation – “Give attention to the needs of young people” and “provide 
the infrastructure which allows residents to be more active” . 

Supporting young people - “Prioritising investment in public transport 

and/or cycling to key services, such as education, health and leisure 

facilities”.  

Transport and Accessibility – “Achieve a rebalancing of the transport 

system in favour of sustainable modes as a means of access to employment, 
health services, recreation and community facilities” 

“Encouraging people to make short journeys on foot or by bike, for example, 

by employing green infrastructure to link homes, schools, employment and 

local services”  

“Supporting the provision of a high quality cycle network to encourage 

modal shift away from the car”.  
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Appendix B: Criteria required by the Environment Agency 

 

To: Nick Hanna 

Rother Environmental Group 

 

Date: 3
rd

 October 2012.  

  

In our site meeting this morning on the Tilling Green Estate, Rye, we discussed the proposed cycle bridge 

over the Tillingham river. I flagged up the following points:  

  

Planning Application from Rother District Council: council should be contacted. If planning application 

required then a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) will need to be submitted to accompany the planning 

application documents. The FRA should include assessment of bridge on the adjacent flood defences and 

impact on flood flows and flood storage etc. The FRA should be carried out by someone with expertise in 

this field and should be in compliance with the National Planning Policy Framework and flood risk 

technical guidance. 

  

Flood Defence Consent (*) from the Environment Agency: I will need to consult internally with colleagues 

in various flood risk management teams as well as the biodiversity and fisheries team. The application for 

this type of consent should be made to myself (by email or by post). The application should form a package 

of documents including: location plan and site plan; method statement; plan and cross-sectional drawings. 

Details of any temporary works (e.g. scaffolding) should also be included in the method statement and 

drawings. We require that the method statement by the contractors is tailored to include a section to explain 

in detail how the bridge (and any temporary works) and associated works will be constructed and what 

environmental mitigation measures will be used. For example, issues to include flood risk, pollution and 

biodiversity/fisheries. We expect full compliance with our Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPGs), which 

can be found on our website (www.environment-agency.gov.uk). I've attached one of the PPGs which is of 

particular relevance. The method statement will have to include a flood evacuation plan in the event of high 

flows - for example, removal of plant, personnel, scaffolding in order to reduce risk to personnel and risk of 

structures causing downstream blockages which may result in flood waters backing up and flooding 

adjacent properties and land.  

  

We would prefer early pre-consent discussions with regard to the bridge. Once we are satisfied with the 

details (e.g. drawings, draft method statement etc) then we will issue the application form to be completed 

and sent back to myself.  

  

I'm happy to arrange meetings at our Rye office and site meetings to discuss the proposed bridge.  

  

Regards.  

  

Deborah Barton 

Flood and Coastal Risk Management Officer  

Partnerships and Strategic Overview (PSO) 

East Kent Team 

Kent and South London Area 

Tel: 01732 223151 

Environment Agency, Orchard House, Endeavour Park, London Road, Addington, West Malling, Kent. 

ME19 5SH.  

  

 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/
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Appendix C: Letters 
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